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The Criminal Justice Environment
For many, interaction with a courthouse or police station is fleeting. For others, it’s a day at the office. For
others still, it’s a stressful and anxiety-provoking experience. As designers, we are tasked with creating lighting
that imbues a sense of calm and respect while also considering the visual comfort of those who work in the
space. Regardless of whether this is a courthouse, a detention center or a police station, it is important that the
lighting supports the facility as a safe, secure, humane and dignified environment for visitors, inmates and staff.

The IA Design Philosophy
The staff of Illumination Arts understands that
collaboration is the most successful route to a
project that satisfies the needs of the owner, the
end users and the design team. The Illumination
Arts approach is simple: to listen to the client,
understand the aesthetic and functional goals
of a project and to work with the client and the
entire design team to help achieve those goals in
the most appropriate, aesthetic, energy-efficient
and cost-effective manner. Our measure of
success is when a project achieves those goals
as beautifully and successfully on its first, second
or fifth anniversary as it did on opening day.
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Lighting and Maintenance
A beautiful architectural experience and effective
visual solutions are only two goals for a successful
lighting design. For the design to meet all of
the owner’s needs, the team must also take
into account capital and operating costs, ease
of maintenance and energy efficiency. At a
criminal justice facility, this includes the practical
considerations of vandalism and suicide, and
requires the selection of appropriate luminaires.
Illumination Arts firmly believes that attention to
these operational issues is the key to achieving a
lighting design that is effective over the long term
and assures that the facility maintains its relevance.

Lighting and Sustainability
At Illumination Arts, energy and environmental
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considerations are a integral part of the
design process. Whether your project is pursuing Net Zero Energy consumption, LEED certification or
just responsible citizenship in the built environment, Illumination Arts can ensure that our lighting design
not only addresses the architectural and visual requirements of your project, but also your energy and
operating costs over the long term. In addition, as they have done on numerous projects, Illumination Arts
can recommend ways in which to most effectively use electric lighting and daylighting to minimize your
carbon footprint while providing an effective and appropriate visual experience for everyone in your facility.
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Why Illumination Arts?
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Illumination Arts has a depth of experience that can ensure the long-term beauty, effectiveness, and
viability of your lighting system.
•

Illumination Arts has designed the lighting for police stations, courthouses and detention areas and
understands the necessary balance of security and dignity required for such buildings.

•

Many criminal justice structures are historic buildings that require both sensitivity to conservation
issues and lighting for a 21st century facility.

•

Illumination Arts understand that visual and architectural needs vary for the different populations
within a criminal justice facility and have the creativity and expertise to address these differences,
all while minimizing energy and maintenance costs.

Illumination Arts is a certified WBE/DBE/SBE
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